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Ten Things to Do - When There is Nothing Else to Do
1) Pray

This really changes the dynamic from being “me focused” to being “God
focused”. Ask that the Lord will enhance our awareness of what He is doing.
This is a great time to say, “Father, what are we going to do next”?
2) Tap-in to the Holy Spirit’s leading
We all are given spritual gifts. Some people are given
the gift of faith, others mercy, administration, encouragement, evangelism,
helping and so forth. God made you for a purpose. Listen to the guidance
of the Holy Spirit and try out your spiritual gifts. This is the time to flex our
spiritual muscles! Think of a minstry of being rather than doing.
3) Look for the opportunity to break through the cultural barrier
I have been guilty
of working and doing when I really should have been sitting with someone
and showing the love of Jesus. Working and doing is easy. Reaching out to
someone who is unknow is the hardest task, requiring great trust and love.
4) Love-up your team mates
People are watching. They watch for the slightest bit
of hypocrisy. Some people have been turned off to faith in Christ because
the Christians they see act just like everyone else - self-centered, mean, and
judgemental. When Jesus was asked about which were the most important
commandments, do we remember what He said? 'Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with
all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' "Lk 10:27. If people
see that we love each other, they will know that Christ is authentic in our lives.
5) Play with the kids
Children are the most strategic age group for grasping the truth
about Jesus. Think about it, nearly two out of every three Christians came
to faith before they reached 14 years of age. So kick a ball, draw with
crayons, act out a Bible part with a puppet or even play in the sand with a child!
6) Washing feet
In many cultures, the feet are one of lowest most contemptable parts of the body.
Ignored, dusty and dirty, the feet are hardly the place where people want others
to focus. Nevertheless, Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist and washed
the feet of his disciples. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked
them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.
I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed
if you do them”. Jn 13:13-17. Sometimes washing feet is exactly the right thing to
do. If not, there are other servant-hearted tasks that will richly bless us.
7) Sing a song
Many cultures have songs that are known by heart because they have been
sung over and over again. Song becomes a ritual and an way to identify one
as belonging to a culture. We have songs that we know too. We belong to the
Kingdong of Heaven. What song can we sing?
8) Look for leaders
Look for people who are leading - not in the way that the World sees things,
but in the way that our Heavenly Father sees things. It may be that a young teen
really is demonstrating the love of Christ in some amazing way. Watch and learn
from those who are devoted followers of Christ
9) Take a picture
One of the best pictures demonstrating the love of Christ was taken by a translator
who took a picture of a nurse who was touching a woman with leprosy. When we
return, we will have a story to tell which will encourage others to go.
10) What will I say? When we return home, most people will ask, “How was your trip?”. Many want to
hear the one line report, “It was awsome”, then freeing them to move on. Rather
than saying, “It was fun”, think of other brief, less than 30 second, responses that
can describe to people what you saw. Did you see God at work?, then tell
someone! Did the story of one person really touch you?

