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Welcome to Crossnetwork Journal!
Letter
from the
Editor

Crossnetwork Journal is a new quarterly on-line inter-denominational
multidisciplinary journal dedicated to the field of Christian health ministry and
missions. Crossnetwork Journal is the featured journal of the Christian Health
and Wholeness Network (CHAWN). The impetus for the Crossnetwork Journal
was based on a leading from the Lord this summer. I am grateful for my coeditors who "caught the vision" and brought this journal to reality so quickly.
Meeting the informational needs of Christian Health Ministry and Mission
From a practical standpoint, Crossnetwork Journal was developed to
inspire and meet the educational needs of an increasing number of people who
are interested in Christian health ministry and missions. During the last 10 years,
there has been an unprecedented expansion in the number of church-initiated
short-term healthcare mission teams and disaster response teams. The growth
of interest in this field is reflected in the increasing attendance at the Global
Health Missions Conference, in Louisville Kentucky, which now draws
approximately 2500 people per year. In addition to the conference in Louisville,
there are a number of other health ministry/mission conferences geared to meet
the needs of different disciplines, ethnic groups and geographical regions. To
meet the increased need for training and information, King College in Bristol,
Tennessee and Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California offer
certificate programs in Christian healthcare. Loma Linda University a Seventh
Day Adventist training hospital in California has developed a program which
prepares medical students for a lifededicated to medical missions.
We are expanding healthcare ministry and mission web resources
There is greater interest in working together across denominations and
sharing health ministry and missions information. A few organizations have
started to post important articles on the web, including the Christian Medical
Fellowship, which is based in the United Kingdom and the Christian Medical and
Dental Association (CMDA). CMF posts three on-line magazines (Triple Helix,
Nucleus, and CMF News) which relate the English-language European health
ministry experience. Today's Christian Doctor, occasionally features articles
dealing with Christian medical misssion. Most of the health ministry and mission
information on the web; however, is directed to a physician audience.
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Crossnetwork journal is unique because of its multidisciplinary scope
We want to expand upon what has already been done by offering a
multidisciplinary journal. In bringing Crossnetwork Journal to you, we want to
bring the excitement of what God is doing in all of the healing ministries into full
view. There is much to be learned by understanding what others are doing. We
all belong to the body of Christ and, as such, are edified by seeing what other
parts of the body are doing. In my role as event organizer for the Healthcare
Missions Conference at Fuller, I have been blessed by meeting healthcare
professionals engaged in missions who are devoted to being obedient to the
Lord - nurses, psychologists, dentists, doctors, chiropractors, Christian
practitioners of Asian herbal medicine and acupuncture, students, mission
pastors and people who are engaged in healing prayer. All of these people are
students of Jesus, learning how to share the Good News while using their
healing gifts and skills.
I have been blessed by working with Doris Arrington, who is psychologist
and an expert in marriage and art therapy. Because of our interactions, I have
begun to use what Doris has taught me - looking at a child's art as a window to
their emotional state. Recently during rounds, I brought the whole ward team to
a full stop just to look at a child's bright, full page colored crayon drawings of
smiling children. The drawings were the tell-tale signs of a happy child. Oddly,
this child did not have much of a reason to be happy. Confined to the hospital to
treat the latest infection, receiving hand-fulls of medications that any of us would
consider outrageous, she found a way to find joy in the midst of it all. Dr. Harvey
Elder, one of our physician leaders who teachs wholistic care, would have me
mention that this girl's spiritual history would tell much of the story. The child and
her mom are strong in their Christian faith.
By learning what other people are doing, my practice skills and sensitivity
to non-medical issues have increased. My prayer is that you catch the
excitement of the broad field of healthcare missions too!
Crossnetwork Journal is an accessible resource
The selection of an on-line venue rather than a print magazine was easy.
The greater availability of internet access everywhere makes it the media to
disseminate information to Christians around the world. All of the articles are
posted in PDF and HTML formats, which make it easy for anyone to download
the files at no cost for their own use. Given time, Crossnetwork Journal will post
a large amount of useful information - making it a repository of best practices,
inspiring stories, interesting case presentations and healthcare mission-related
research.
We want Crossnetwork Journal to be your journal
It is our prayer that Crossnetwork Journal will honor Jesus by providing
Christian healthcare professionals with up-to-date information that will inspire
and enhance their ministries. As the Editors, we will be asking leaders in global
healthcare ministry and missions to write articles for Crossnetwork Journal.
If you have the desire to write for the journal or want to hear about a
particular topic, please contact us!

