
Spiritual Leadership

Exodus 33: 7-18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bible Study this summer in book of Exodus– verse by verse– looked at God– how He delivered his people out of Egypt, provided for them in the desert, how he chose them and chose Moses to lead them.Looked at people of Israel– how little they really knew God, how they had some successes and failures, but they were growing in their understanding of being people chosen by GodMost struck by MOSES.  The night we studied Exodus 33 and the next morning,  I just couldn’t stop thinking about him– how I want to be like Moses, I want to be a spiritual leader like Moses.--I want us to look together at Moses this afternoon, at Exodus 33, to ask ourselves the hard question– can we be spiritual leaders?Read Scripture



Exodus 33: 7-18

• 7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the 
camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." 
Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of 
meeting outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went 
out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the 
entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered 
the tent. 9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud 
would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD 
spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood 
and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. 11 The 
LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks 
with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but 
his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.



Exodus 33: 7-18

• 12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these 
people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send with 
me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor 
with me.' 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I 
may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that 
this nation is your people." 14 The LORD replied, "My Presence will 
go with you, and I will give you rest." 

• 15 Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, 
do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are 
pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What 
else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people 
on the face of the earth?" 

• 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have 
asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name." 

• 18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."



Spiritual Leadership: Objectives

• Identify 2 characteristics associated with being 
a spiritual leader

• Identify 3 ways to be a spiritual leader in 
seeking transformation in the lives of patients

• Identify 1 way you would like to grow as a 
spiritual leader



Moses’ model of spiritual leadership

• Knowing the LORD intimately, 
throughout history, and 
authentically

• Living beyond yourself



Intimacy: Are you near to your Lord?

• Exodus 33:8
– And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the 

people rose and stood at the entrances to their 
tents, watching Moses as he entered the tent.

• Exodus 33:10
– Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud 

standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood 
and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are you like the people, or are you like Moses?Are you there face to face with the LORD, or are you watching from a distance, like the people?JOYCE--Bible study this summer– struggling with this passage, I and others were asking questions like “how did the LORD speak face to face with Moses if Moses couldn’t see His face?” or “why did Moses need to remind God so many times that this nation was His people?”, but JOYCE– older, wise woman who loves Jesus perhaps more than anyone I know, simply said: “Why don’t I have more of a relationship with God like Moses did?  I want to know God like Moses did.”



Intimacy: Do you KNOW the Lord 
like a friend?

• Exodus 33:11
– The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a 

man speaks with his friend.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
V erse 9– As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke to Moses.Verse 11-My patient Concepcion– (carla)–4 cm  breast mass 1 month ago on my exam– trying to get her into the overcrowded county breast clinic, and they had told her “call us back in 2 weeks”. When I saw her on 9/1/10, she reported–  “I was awakened twice in the night to pray, and I just I talked to the LORD, I showed him the picture of the ultrasound and the report about the breast mass needed to be rechecked.  I told the LORD, you are the healer! Heal me!...now I don’t feel anything!”  Lo and behold, when I rechecked her breast exam 3 weeks later, I didn’t feel anything either.  I marvelled at her trust of the LORD, her friendship with her healer, her LORD.George– “Good morning LORD”



Intimacy: Do you desire more of the 
Lord?

• Exodus 33:13
– “If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways 

so I may know you and continue to find favor with 
you.”

• Do you just want blessings or do you want the 
Blesser????

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God had already been developing a relationship with Moses– but Moses wanted more. He wanted to know the LORD!Psalm 103– He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel.The people of Israel had seen God do miracles– they had seen the 10 plagues, the parting of the red sea, the cloud that covered the tent when Moses spoke to the Lord– but at this point, they were spectators.But Moses got GOD.In our lives– whether in our families or our work, are we being spectators, or are we asking God: “I want YOU, Lord.” Exodus 33:18: “Now show me your glory.”---Moses wants more of God. Do we yearn for God’s glory?



History: Do you know what the LORD 
has said to you? 

• Exodus 33: 12
– Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling 

me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me.  You have said, 
‘ I know you by name and you have found favor 
with me’.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DO YOU HOLD ON TO YOUR HISTORY WITH GOD?Moses remembers God’s charge for him to lead the people– in Exodus 3 at the burning bush, in Exodus 6 back in Egypt, in Exodus 14 as they escaped Egypt through the parted Red Sea, and earlier in Exodus 33 when the LORD tells him to take the people to the promised land.--Do we hold on to the promises we have received from God, and do we talk to God about them?--Moses was called to lead the people of God out of Egypt, to lead them as they grew into a relationship with God, and to lead them to the promised land.--Have you heard the LORD speak to you about how He wants you to serve Him through health care???-- CCHF has played a huge role my life, in helping me discern God’s calling for me, since I became involved in medical school in 1993.  Through their national conferences, publications, and affiliated clinics– like Lawndale in inner city Chicago, where I spent a month-long rotation in medical school ,  I learned so much about God’s heart for the poor, the forgotten, those who don’t have good access to health care.  I saw people living out the gospel through health care among the poor, and I knew that’s what I was called to do.  So every choice– rotations, to where to do my residency, where to look for jobs– had to answer to the question: can I live out the gospel through health care among the poor?   After residency, I chose jobs in the inner city, and was blessed and challenged, and since I didn’t work in faith-based settings,  I prayed for patients quietly, behind closed doors.--but God spoke to me at the CCHF conference in 2005, in Chicago–--This is what I wrote on the plane home from that conference in my journal– NEXT SLIDE



History: personal promises
“I’m crying for the 3rd or 4th time since coming to the 

conference. Oh Lord, to serve in Your name, to invite 
people into the body of Christ, into full healing, and have 
the support of the church- this is what I long for!...You have 
called me to step up, Lord, to take a step of faith…you have 
shared with me a bit of the depth of your love for me…You 
rescued me from a life of selfish ambition and self-service 
…You have called me to something so much greater than 
myself…this, Lord, this is what you have for me.  I just know 
like I know like I know.  I’m committed #1 to love You, #2 to 
love Bill and the kids, but this call to be a healer and not to 
turn away from my own flesh and blood, to invite hurting 
people into your healing presence through physical, 
emotional and spiritual healing– this is your call for me.” 
5/22/05

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This may sound kind of general, but as I processed what happened at that conference, I knew I was called to something specific, to be a part of a faith-based movement in health care in Los Angeles.  Elsewhere in that journal entry I said “where to have this faith-based movement?”  --I’ve been through many phases since that journal entry--  at first I thought I was called to start a clinic in Paramount---, later  I thought the faith-based clinic was supposed to be in Compton-- now I find myself for the first time working in a faith-based clinic– a huge blessing and answer to this promise– but up in East LA! --I know God’s not done with me yet– I believe God wants to do great things in Los Angeles-- through the church, and through us as Christian providers, and through me as one leader in a faith-based movement here--- but I hold onto this promise… that the Lord loves me and calls me to something so much greater than myself.--Do you feel a particular calling or promise from the Lord? If so, hold onto it!!! Repeat it, share it with others, remind God and yourself of it…if not, ask the LORD to show you what He desires for you, to be a part of His kingdom coming.



History: Biblical promises

• Remembering and praying Scripture
– Isaiah 54:10:

• Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be 
removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be 
shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the 
LORD, who has compassion on you.

– Isaiah 58: 10
• If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and 

satisfy the needs of the oppress, then your light will rise 
in the darkness, and your night will become like the 
noonday.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exodus 19: 5:“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”1 Peter 2:9:“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”Scripture--helps us remember, and sometimes believe again– God’s heart for us, and for others.--helps us remember, and believe again– God’s calling for us, and the blessings he promises if we follow.***We desperately need to hold onto God’s words, to us, say them back to Him, share them with others.  Just like any friend– the more time you spend with the LORD, and the more His words are in our minds and hearts, the more we will know Him.



Authenticity: Do you speak honestly 
and openly with the LORD?

• Exodus 5:22
– “O LORD, why have you brought trouble upon this 

people? Is this why you sent me?”

• Exodus 33:13
– “Remember that this nation is your people.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
***Do we have authenticity in our relationship with the Lord?***--Moses wasn’t afraid to show his frustration to the LORD– or to remind the LORD of things he thought He had forgotten.My friend Becca 15 years ago– married, went through 3 miscarriages in a row– spent many hours with her, sitting on the picnic table on the lawn behind our apartments, praying to God “why haven’t you delivered me, Lord?”  “Where are you, Lord?”  to “Lord, I’m just so angry at you– because I know you could deliver me from this and you haven’t.”  She taught me about honesty with God. --�Are we honest with God about how we feel about Him and what He is or isn’t doing?Psalm 13How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?  How long will you hide your face from me?”– are we honest and real about our relationship with the LORD?friend Pat—”Lord, I’m sorry…for not being more sorry



Spiritual leadership is distinguished by 
seeing beyond yourself

• Exodus 33: 15
– Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go 

with us, do not send us up from here.”

• Are you ALL IN?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exodus 33:14– God had just promised Moses, “My presence will go with you (singular), and I will give you rest (singular).  This was not enough for Moses--- He wasn’t satisfied with God’s presence for himself; he wanted the LORD’s commitment for all the people.--Moses was ALL IN in his commitment to God’s people.-- He was willing to stake his life and his reward and standing with God on God’s willingness to forgive the people.Exodus 32: 31“Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold.  But now, please forgive their sin– but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.**This verse is the most challenging one for me, because I am innately selfish--- it’s an area in which God is changing and sanctifying me, but He had a lot of work to do.**Fortunately I have a lot of models of selfless spiritual leaders.My physician partner-- Dr. Dina--- took a patient to visit colleges with her daughter– she cares THAT much that this patient goes to college.--she was looking for a troubled teenager, so what did she do? Called the home…went to the home…called the school…went to a school to try to find a teenage patient, only to be told that she couldn’t look for the child on campus because she wasn’t a parent and didn’t have formal permission.– fasted about a hiring decision for a whole day. -- Fasted a whole day in times of uncertainty or need for one of her kids.Another staff member-- George– encountered an angry patient--– after I had convinced her to stay for counseling– she got a ticket– then was angry at us and blamed us for the ticket she got– he dug into his pocket and pulled out $60 to pay the ticket.--has driven to patient’s houses to give them needed medicines or paperwork if they can’t get to our clinic--Do you take time to listen to the lives and struggles of your colleagues? Your staff?? --It MATTERED to Moses.  He even stood in the gap when the people had sinned against the LORD.--Are you ALL IN?	



Spiritual leadership is distinguished by 
praying beyond yourself

• Exodus 33:16
– How will anyone know that you are pleased with 

me and with your people unless you go with us?  
What else will distinguish me and your people 
from all the other people on the face of the earth?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  --Moses wanted others to know the LORD was pleased with him and his people--Moses wanted himself and the people to be distinguished---He knew that what would distinguish them was GOD himself– God’s presence.--This really hit home for me the morning after we studied Exodus 33 in our Bible Study this summer.  I hadn’t seen it the night before in the Bible Study, but suddenly I realized– Moses actually really cared that others, non-Israelites,  came to know the LORD as they saw Him in relationship with his people.  Moses asked for God to show himself so that His people looked different from everyone else.  And Moses knew how desperately they needed the LORD’s presence for any of this to happen. God gave me a bit of the burden on Moses’s heart that morning.--When I got to work that morning, in our usual quick prayer time, I just couldn’t hold back. I almost broke down crying– I shared the burden on my heart with my colleagues and staff– that I really wanted us to look like Jesus to the community.  That we are called to bring healing and blessing to our patients, and to our entire community-- God had chosen us, like he chose the Israelites, to be set apart– to really love our neighbors, to be the hands and feet of Jesus. But do we really look different, or do we just look like any other clinic that serves people in need? We need to know the LORD ourselves to be different, and we need to desperately seek GOD’s presence so that people see God through us.  We prayed that day– that we would grow in closeness to Jesus, that the community would see Jesus in us.  And we have prayed that several times since, but we probably need to pray that every day.What do you pray for?--protection--healing--deliverance--blessingDo you pray that you would look like Christ to others– outsiders, patients, critics? Do you pray that you would look different, that people would see the uniqueness of the LORD God in you?  That’s a scary prayer– because God might answer it. People might say you’re weird, or different?  But spiritual leadership is not just being willing to be set apart– it’s seeking that God kingdom would come to others, and would come in us.



Seeking transformation in the lives of 
our colleagues

• Personal prayer
• Prayer meetings
• Bible Studies
• Fasting
• Evangelistic discussions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SCFHC– praying in a procedure room for 5-10 minutes at lunchtime with all who were interested– word of mouthST Johns– praying with dentist and NP in a tiny equipment room before the work day startedLACHC– praying in hallway at the beginning of the work day—everyone invited, different people pray-- praying for staff; giving staff spiritually encouraging gifts



Seeking transformation in the lives of 
our patients

• Personal prayer
• Spiritual history
• Acknowledge the spiritual nature of health
• Pray for and with patients
• Prayer sheets, scripture bookmarks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
--” Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me” before entering the room--Lord, may your kingdom come, may your will be done, in Ana’s life- while listening to lungsMatthew 11: 28: “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”--story of nightmares--? Demonic--dream about heaven (in a backslid Christian patient)



Becoming a spiritual leader

• How well do you know the LORD right now?

• Is God putting a calling or a vision on your 
heart in the area of health care?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God REALLY wants you to know him.God REALLY wants you to reflect Him and His kingdom to others.What breaks your heart?Let your heart be broken by the things that break the heart of GOD…(Bob Pierce)– How can you live beyond yourself as a spiritual leader in health care?STAND and PRAY
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