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“And the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations”            - Rev 22:2



“Jesus went throughout Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease 
and sickness among the people.”     -
Mt 4:23



Natural order
Biosphere
Human agency
Supernatural

“Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this 
man walk? “  - Ac 3:12

ὁλοκληρία (holokleria)



Righteous judgments

Permissive will

Partial 

Temporary

Ultimate hope



“There is nothing that speaks more 
of the reality of sin and judgment 
than disease and death, and there 
is nothing that reveals more of 
God’s saving love and grace than 
healing and health.”  - Patrick Pulliam 

2000  



“Good news is health to the bones.” 
- Prov 15:30

“the tongue of the wise brings 
healing.” - Prov 12:18

Words of blessing are life and 
“health to a person’s whole body.”   

- Prov 4:22 

מּוָעה שְׁ



“Good news means that men and 
women can be set free from life-
destroying powers.” 

- Wilbert Shenk, 2001





Powers that oppress the poor and 
destroy life are to be exposed.

Powers intended to promote 
human flourishing may end up 
constraining it

Powers need to be witnessed to.



Renewing of the Mind (Rom 12:2)

Repentance leads to cultural 
transformation  and human 
flourishing.

Rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit  (Titus 3:3-6)

ἀνακαίνωσις



Humanity to environment
To one another
To oneself
To God

“For he himself is our peace, who has 
made the two one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility.” - Eph 2:14



ֹלום שָׁ Shalom

“Healing is truly an evangelical act.  It 
announces all this good news. . . [it is] 
a special sign of God’s promise of 
universal right relationship.”            

- Daniel Sulmasey, 2006



“Human health and wholeness is 
the main topic of the Bible… it is 
only when human beings are whole 
and their relationships right, that 
they can be described as truly 
healthy.”

- John Wilkinson 2002



“Heal me, O LORD, and I will be 
healed; 
save me and I will be saved, 

for you are the one I praise.”
- Je 17:14

ָרָפא  rapha               ע יָשַׁ yasha



“Lord, by such things men live; and 
my spirit finds life in them too. You 
restored me to health and let me 
live . . . the living, the living praise 
you.”                            - Isaiah 38:16&19

ָחלַׁם chalam



Ten percent of the lepers cleansed 
(katharizo) and healed (iaomai) 
returned to praise Jesus and be 
fully healed (sozo).              - Lk 17:11-19



Spirits?
Material Cause and Effect?

Human ?
“We too are only men, human like you. 

We are bringing you good news, 
telling you to turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, 
who made heaven and earth and sea 
and everything in them.”        - Acts 14:15



Trinity ≥ Humanity 
Mat 22:37-40

Humanity ≥ Environment
Heb 2:7&8

Family ≥ Society
Gal 6:10



Expenditure ≠ Health

Two good hands

Center of Gravity shift

Government channels  

“I will raise up Cyrus in my 
righteousness.”   - Isaiah 45:13



Self-sufficiency
vs. God-dependency

Program-dependency
vs. Inter-dependency

Sodom and her daughters were, “arrogant, overfed 
and unconcerned” and did not help יָד) ָחזַׁק , 
empower the hands of) the poor and needy (Ezek 
16:49)



“To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.”

- Micah 6:8

“the more important matters of the 
law—justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.”                - Mt 23:23



“God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ . . .”

“And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation” 

- 2 Cor 5:19



Agents of His grace

Blessed to be a blessing (Gen 12)

Wounded healers 

Given much, much required (Lk 12:48)

“Go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37)



 “Living lives and doing ministry that 
provokes questions to which the gospel 
is the answer.” - Bryant Myers  2009

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect.” - 1 Pet 3:15



Working cheerfully “with the grain 
of good will” with people of all 
faiths or no faith in the art of 
“collaboration without compromise 
and of opposition without 
dualism.”

- N.T. Wright 2008



Offering “transforming service” 
which validates and confirms the 
truth and fullness of the gospel 
message.        - Samuel Escobar  2003



Corporate
Spirit-empowered
Compassion-based
Christ-exalting
Globally-minded
Gospel-centered
Faithful and effective



Properly Represent the King
Other-mindedness
Synergy with existing resources
Stewardship of creation
Evidence-based interventions
Empowerment toward God-

sufficiency
Bold leaders of change



Already and not yet

Embracing the beauty that is

Restoring what was lost

Gives meaning to labor

Power  despite  limited resources

Gives hope amid despair





 Physical – environmental harmony
 Disease control & cure, water, food, elements

 Spiritual – intimacy with the Creator
 Proclamation & demonstration

 Rational – thinking right thoughts
 Education, Research, Communication, 

counsel

 Social – reconciliation with others
 Advocacy, justice, systems, equality



 Escobar, Samuel. The New Global Mission: The Gospel 
from Everywhere to Everyone Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 
2003

 Pulliman, Patrick.  A Sure Foundation: Constructing a 
New Paradigm for Modern Medicine. The Center for 
the Reformation of Medicine and the Summer Medical 
Institute Health Care Bible Study, 2000.



 Sulmasy, Daniel P. A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on 
Spirituality and the Healing Arts. Washington: 
Georgetown University Press, 2006

 Wilkinson, John.  The Bible and Healing: A Medical 
and Theological Commentary, Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2002.

 Wright, Christopher J.H. The Mission of God. Downers 
Grove: IVP, 2006.

 Wright, NT. Surprised by Hope. New York: Harper 
One, 2008



Daniel W. O’Neill, MD, CTS

dwoneill7@msn.com

www.CenterforHIM.org

mailto:dwoneill7@msn.com




Is true unity possible apart from 
Christ?



How does 
diversity reveal 
the greater 

glory of God?



How does your work contribute to 
the renewal of all things?



How do you express attribution of 
healing, truth and beauty to God?


